
Union News 

View this newsletter online  

Vol. 7, Issue 6 |  March/April 2017 

With chants of “Vote Them Out” and “We Will Fight,” nearly 1,500 public sector       
workers took over Minuteman Park in front of the Legislative Office Building March 24 
to stand against a plethora of bills being heard by the legislature that attack their rights 
and benefits.  

Of the 96 bills heard in the Appropriations Committee, 77 of them directly stand to   
undermine health care, pension, and collective bargaining rights of state employees. 

“I just went through a six-month battle with cancer,” corrections officer and vice          
president of AFSCME 391 David Caron said in front of the Appropriations committee. 
“If those copays had gone up I don’t know how I’d have survived cancer, let alone   
manage to support my wife and three daughters.”   

Caron’s fears were shared by many: from police and corrections officers to teachers and 
paraeducators to scientists and         
university professors, public sector 
workers tired of being public punching 
bags gathered from across Connecticut 
to resist these policies, which have 
been unfolding in other states across 
the nation.  

Also on Friday, a press conference held 
by faith leaders and the D.U.E. Justice 
Coalition addressed the immorality of 
legislation that puts workers’ families, 
health and wellbeing lives at risk.  

 “I believe that working people should 
be able to buy a house, afford 
healthcare, and send their children to 
college,” Central Connecticut State 

University student 
Brian Becker said, 
speaking at the press conference.  

“Cutting funding for vital public services, slashing wages and          
undermining the rights to bargain collectively will not help workers. 
Our answers won’t be found in budget cuts or a race to the bottom. 
We should empower Connecticut’s workforce, not undermine it.”  

CSU-AAUP also joined forces at the Capitol for a second Lobby Day 
this session with the 4Cs and UConn-AAUP on March 31. After a 
breakfast reception and welcome remarks from union leaders,          
members met with legislators and their aides to encourage greater 
support for public higher education.    

The O-Bomb: In an open letter to CSCU faculty and staff on April 3, Board of Regents President Mark 
Ojakian announced sweeping changes to the CSCU system that would see a 20 percent 
reduction in administration and a consolidation of the community college network.  

In his report to the Board of Regents, Ojakian stressed the importance of maintaining 
quality public higher education that puts students first. Click here to see a copy of the 
report.   

Click here to read the CSU Faculty Leadership Group statement on the consolidation. 

After the BOR approved his plan during their April 6 meeting, the Faculty Advisory 
Committee to the BOR issued this short statement: “In the biggest decision that has ever 
come before the Board of Regents, the FAC is shocked at the lack of specificity in         
President Ojakian’s ‘Students First’ proposal, and the lack of transparent deliberation 
that went into passing it.  The FAC expects to have representatives from the FAC on all 
implementation teams, and that all impacted CSCU stakeholders and personnel will also 
be represented.” 

A CT Mirror article about the announcement quotes Senate Majority Leader Bob Duff 
saying: “I think he’s spent a lot of time talking to folks in the system — and also             
listening, which is a massive departure form what has happened in the past.”  

CSU-AAUP continues work to support ongoing contract negotiations by promoting a 
wide variety of faculty research endeavors, publications, innovative courses, and             
community projects via our CSU CONNects blog and Facebook page.  

Click here to check out latest stories!  

If you would like your research, curriculum, or writing featured on our CSUConnects 

blog, please email Liz Newberg and she will get the ball rolling.  

Read About Faculty On 

CSUConnects: 

SAVE THE DATE!      

Connecticut Conference 

AAUP Annual Spring 

Meeting: 

The year’s Annual Spring Meeting for the Connecticut State Conference of the            
American Association of University Professors features keynote speaker Cornell            
Labor and Employment Law Chair Risa Lieberwitz. Lieberwitz is also                             
General Counsel of the national AAUP and has served as a member of the AAUP 
Committee A on Academic Freedom and Tenure. 

The dinner meeting is Friday, May 12, 2017, from 5:30 p.m. to  9 p.m. and is being 
held at The Graduate Club, 155 Elm Street, New Haven, CT. CSC-AAUP will also 
present two awards at this annual meeting, including the George E. Lang, Jr. Award 
and the Walter F. Brady, Jr. Award.  

If you are a member of CCSU-AAUP, ECSU-AAUP, SCSU-AAUP or WCSU-
AAUP, the cost of attendance for yourself and one guest will be paid by CSU-AAUP 
and your chapter. Contact your chapter president if you are interested in attending.  

Please click here for more details about the evening and how to register. 

The 2017 AAUP/AAUP-CBC Summer Institute is coming to University of              
Cincinnati in Cincinnati, Ohio. From July 27 to July 30, more than 200 other higher 
education professionals from around the country will gather over four days of       
exciting workshops and special 
programs.  

National AAUP brings in         
organizers, data analysts,           
seasoned campaigners, and 
issue experts to build your 
skills as an advocate for AAUP 
principles, collective             
bargaining, and higher               
education.  

Additional information will be 
available soon. Stay tuned and 
save the date!  

Click here to see photos from 
the 2016 AAUP Summer            
Institute.  

AAUP Summer Institute 

In Cincinnati: 

Contact CSU-AAUP at (860) 832-3790 or email us at  newberge@ccsu.edu 

Join AAUP at their Annual Conference on the State of Higher Education.  
With its thematic focus this year on the rights and freedoms of students, the June 14–18 
conference in Washington, DC, honors the fiftieth anniversary of the Joint Statement on 
the Rights and Freedoms of Students, issued by the AAUP along with four other groups 
in 1967.  

Conference presentation topics include historical and contemporary perspectives on 
student activism, the impact of digital media on student rights and freedoms, race and 
diversity on campus, the rights of graduate student workers, and the tension between 
faculty and student rights. 

Friday's luncheon speaker will be Ibram X. Kendi, assistant professor of African           
American history at the University of Florida and winner of the 2016 National Book 
Award for Nonfiction for Stamped from the Beginning: The Definitive History of            
Racist Ideas in America.   

Learn more about and register for the conference at https://www.aaup.org/2017-
conference. Early-bird registration rates are available until April 15.  

Join AAUP For The         

Annual Conference On 

Higher Education: 

CSU-AAUP Is Union 

Strong At Rally              

and Lobby Day:  

Negotiations, SEBAC 

Talks Update: 

 

If you are a voting member of CSU-AAUP, you are eligible to vote in the CSU-AAUP 
Officer election. The CSU-AAUP election got underway April 3, 2017, at 6 a.m. and 
continues until noon April 14, 2017. Voting is being conducted via Votenet web-based 
voting software. The offices of CSU-AAUP President, Vice President, Secretary and 
Treasurer are open for election. You must be a CSU-AAUP member in order to vote. 
All non-members were sent a letter and given an opportunity to change their            
membership status before the close of voter registration on Thursday, March 2, 2017. 
 
The following candidates are running in the CSU-AAUP election: 
 

 President – Julian Madison, History, SCSU 
Elena Tapia, Linguistics, ECSU 

 Vice President – Patricia O’Neill, Psychology, WCSU 
Stephen (Zak) Tomczak, Social Work, SCSU 

 Secretary – Stephen Adair, Sociology, CCSU 

 Treasurer – Harlan Shakun, Accounting, CCSU 
 
To vote, members should: 
• Log on to https://eballot4.votenet.com/csu-aaup to access the ballots 
• Use your last name as the username, and 
• Use your Banner I.D. number as your password. 
Call the AAUP office at 860-832-3790 to obtain your Banner I.D. number if you do not 
have it. 
To read the candidate statements, please click here.  
We strongly encourage all members to vote. If you have any questions or problems  
logging in, please contact your Chapter AAUP office or the CSU-AAUP office at             
(860) 832-3790. 
Russell Gladstone, Chr. on behalf of the CSU-AAUP Nomination/Election Committee 
Theresa Bouley, Sue Holt 

Get Out The Vote For 

CSU-AAUP Officers: 

CSU-AAUP Contract Negotiations & SEBAC Talks Update 

When:   Thursday, April 13, 11 a.m. -12:30 p.m. 

Where:  President’s Dining Room (PDR), Hurley Hall, ECSU, 

 Willimantic, CT, 06226 

 Lunch provided. 

 Come when you can. 

Speaker: Elena Tapia, CSU-AAUP President & Chief Negotiator 

Can’t attend? No worries! 

If you can’t attend, email your questions to CSU-AAUP                            
Communication Associate Liz Newberg at newberge@ccsu.edu no 
later than April 11, 5 p.m. 

 The emailed questions received will be answered during the event. 

 This information session will be video-taped and posted on the 
CSU-AAUP website.  

CSU-AAUP members at the Summer Institute work together 
learning how to create silk screens to use in protest signs and 
other organizing efforts.  

CSU-AAUP President Elena Tapia speaks with The Courant’s Chris 

Keating before the March 24 rally.  

 

 

CCSU Professor Gil Gigliotti leads the March 24 Labor 

Rally protesting the many anti-union bills introduced in 

the legislature.  

 

Ten CSU-AAUP members were honored for their teaching, research and scholarly 
excellence at the April 7 Faculty Advisory Committee’s Shared Governance and        
Student Success Conference. 
This was the FAC’s third           
annual conference.  

Break out sessions addressed a 
range of issues, including the 
consolidation announcement, 
how to assist undocumented 
students, and how to engage 
students in math courses. A 
student and alumni panel           
ended the day with panelists 
sharing their experience in the 
system and the relationships 
that made a difference to their 
successful academic journeys.   

CSU-AAUP Members 

Honored At FAC Shared 

Governance Conference: 

Some of the CSU-AAUP members and BOR Faculty Award          

recipients at the April 7 Shared Governance Conference.  
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